
54 AWARDS. EIGHT CATEGORIES. UNLIMITED POTENTIAL.

Visit bestinbuildingawards.com for
more details and to be redirected 
to the submission portal. 
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SUBMIT YOUR
ENTRIES

NYS Museum, Albany

The Best in Building Awards recognizes CRBRA members for their
excellence and innovation in residential building, remodeling,
design, marketing and more. 
 
Review the award descriptions, judging criteria and required
information then start submitting your projects for consideration.
The entries are judged by impartial, industry experts from other
markets. 
 
The earlier you submit your entries, the more you save!
 

Early-bird: 7/15 - 8/15   -  $50/entry

On-time: 8/16 - 9/15  -  $65/entry

Late entry: 9/15 - 9/30  -  $75/entry
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ASSOCIATE AWARDS 
 
Best Custom Closet or Custom Storage Space 
Judging criteria: Creativity, unique storage space, complexity of design and integration of specific client needs. 

1. Please describe the creative and unique custom storage space along with the complexity of the design.  
(200 words max.) 

2. How did you address specific client needs? (50 words max.) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload the final layout or drawing, if possible. 

 
Best Custom Millwork or Cabinetry 
Judging Criteria: Creativity; unique use of millwork, woodwork or custom cabinetry; complexity; practicality of the design; 
integration into overall design of the space. 

1. Please describe the creative and unique use of custom millwork, woodwork or custom cabinetry along with the 
complexity and practicality of the design and integration with the overall design of the space. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 
Best New or Updated Showroom 
Judging Criteria: Traffic flow, presentation of products and information and theme of environment. 

1. Please describe the overall theme of the showroom detailing the layout, traffic flow and presentation of 
information. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload the floorplan, if possible. 
4. Please provide the link to the virtual tour, if possible. 

 
Best Use of Exterior Materials 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic and market 
appeal. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 
Best Use of Solid Surface Material, Glass or Stone 
Judging Criteria: Creative use of stone, glass or solid surface materials, along with the creativity and complexity of the 
design and integration with the overall design of the space. 

1. Please describe your creative use of stone, glass or solid surface materials . Be sure to address the project's 
complexity and how it was integrated with the overall design of the space. (250 word max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 

Best Use of Smart Home/AV Technology 
Judging Criteria: Creative use of smart home or audio visual technology, the complexity and practicality of the design, 
and integration with the overall design of the space. 

1. Please describe your creative use of smart home and/or audio visual technology. Be sure to address the project's 
complexity and practicality as well as how it was integrated into the overall design of the space. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload pertinent specs of the technology to support your project's description. 
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BUILDER AWARDS 
 
Best New or Updated Design Center/Showroom 
Judging Criteria: Traffic Flow, presentation of information and theme of environment. 

1. Please describe the overall theme of the showroom detailing the layout, traffic flow and presentation of 
information. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 
Best Utility Space 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, perceived value, marketability, and functional value.  
(examples: laundry room, mudroom, wine cellar) 

1. Please describe the creative approach, aesthetic appeal, functionality of the space, and marketability.  
(200 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 

Best New Merchandised (Staged) Model 
Judging Criteria: Approach for target market, use of space, use of color, furniture and accessories. 

1. Please describe your target market for this model home and the approach used to appeal to your target.  
(50 words max.) 

2. Please describe your use of space, color palette, furniture and accessories. (200 max.) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best New Basement 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design, aesthetic appeal, and 
functionality of the space. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload the floor plan, if possible. 

 
Best New Bathroom 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal and functionality. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload the floor plan, if possible. 

 
Best New Kitchen 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal and functionality. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload the floor plan, if possible. 
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Best Twin House or Townhouse Project 
Judging Criteria: Overall conceptual plan, interior layouts, and exterior elevations. 

1. Please describe the overall conceptual plan, target market, floor plan, size/scope of project, objectives and 
results to date. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload the floor and site plans. 

 
Best Single-family Home 
Judging Criteria: Overall conceptual plan, interior layouts, and exterior elevations. 

1. Please describe the overall conceptual plan, target market, floor plan, size/scope of project, objectives and 
results to date. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload the floor and site plans. 

 

DESIGN AWARDS 
 
Best Aging-in-Place Design 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the requirements, approach, aesthetic appeal, perceived value, marketability and functional 
value of the project. (250 words max.) 

2. What customer problem/concern does this project address? (50 words max.) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload the floor plan, if possible. 

 
Best Utility Space 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, perceived value, marketability, and functional value. (examples: 
laundry room, mudroom, wine cellar) 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements, design aesthetic, market appeal, and 
functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 
Best Bathroom Design - $40,000+ 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable) design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload two "before" photos, if applicable. 
4. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 

 
Best Bathroom Design – under $40,000 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable) design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload two “before” photos, if applicable. 
4. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
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Best Kitchen Design - under $20,000 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, functional value, aesthetic and market appeal. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please provide the total project cost. 

 
Best Kitchen Design - $20,000 - $39,999 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, functional value, aesthetic and market appeal. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, design and aesthetic appeal, functional value and cost effectiveness. 
(250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please provide the total project cost. 

 
Best Kitchen Design - $40,000 - $79,999 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, functional value, aesthetic and market appeal. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, design and aesthetic appeal, functional value and cost effectiveness. 
(250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please provide the total project cost. 

 
Best Kitchen Design - $80,000 - $119,999 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, functional value, aesthetic and market appeal. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, design and aesthetic appeal, functional value and cost effectiveness. 
(250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 

 
Best Kitchen Design - $120,000+ 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, functional value, aesthetic and market appeal. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, design and aesthetic appeal, functional value and cost effectiveness. 
(250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 

 
Best Lighting Design 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload a floor plan showing lighting placement. 

 
Best Interior Design of Private Residence 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, your approach and client requirements, if applicable. (50 words max.) 
2. Please describe your use of space, color palette, furniture and accessories. (200 max.) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
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Best New Construction Floor Plan - 2,500+ sq. ft. 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal, and effective traffic flow. 

1. Please describe the creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal, traffic flow considerations and perceived 
value. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload the floor plan.  
3. Please upload 2-5 photos of the completed project, if possible. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best New Construction Floor Plan - under 2,500 sq. ft. 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal, and effective traffic flow. 

1. Please describe the creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal, traffic flow considerations and perceived 
value. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload the floor plan.  
3. Please upload 2-5 photos of the completed project, if possible. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Most Creative Home Feature (new or existing home) 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, uniqueness, innovation, perceived value and marketability.  
(A small feature of a bigger project) (Example: Feature wall) 

1. Please describe the overall project and how this creative feature enhanced or complimented it. Be sure to 
address the creativity, innovation,  perceived value and marketability. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 

GREEN BUILDING AWARDS 
 
Best Energy Efficient Project/Mechanical System 
Judging Criteria: Specifications, technological enhancements, renewable energy systems, and construction methods used 
to improve the overall performance of the home. 

1. Please describe the overall design, comfort, usability, and livability of the project. (200 words max.) 
2. Please quantify the level of energy savings that will result from this project. (50 words max.) 
3. Please upload applicable documentation to support your description. (Awards, certifications, ratings, data)  

(300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
 
Best Green/Sustainable/Net-zero Home 
Judging Criteria: Best use of elements including renewable and sustainable resources and the effort to incorporate green 
design elements. 

1. Please describe your project's efforts to incorporate green/sustainable/net-zero design elements and 
construction practices. (250 words max.) 

2. Please quantify the level of energy savings that will result from this project. (50 words max.) 
3. Please upload applicable documentation to support your description. (Awards, certifications, ratings, data) 

(300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
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ASSOCIATE MARKETING AWARDS 
 
Best Billboard Campaign 
Judging Criteria: Design, creativity, concept and appropriateness for target market. 

1. Please describe the target market, objectives, goals and results of the billboard promotion. (250 words max.) 
2. Where was the billboard(s) located and why? (50 words max.) 
3. How long was the billboard up? 
4. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos or PDFs of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Collateral Package 
Judging Criteria: Creativity of information, strategy related to target market, cohesiveness, goals and results. 

1. Please describe the target market, objectives, goals, method of delivery and results of the campaign.  
(250 words max.) 

2. What was your total budget for the development and delivery of materials? 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos or PDFs of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best New or Updated Logo 
Judging Criteria: Creativity of design, effectiveness, cohesiveness, goals and results. 

1. Please describe the objectives, goals, reason for the update (if applicable), creativity of design and cohesion with 
overall brand. (250 words max.) 

2. If it's an updated logo, please upload your old logo. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload your new logo. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best TV or Online Video Ad 
Judging Criteria: Technical production, concept, script, creativity, and appropriateness for target market. 

1. Please describe the target market, objectives, goals, method of delivery and results of the campaign.  
(250 words max.) 

2. Where did the video air/run? (25 words max.) 
3. When did it air/run and for how long? (25 words max.) 
4. Please provide a link to the video. 

 
Best Use of Social Media 
Judging Criteria: Concept or strategy, design elements, execution and results. 

1. Please identify the social media platform(s) and your goal(s). (50 words max.) 
2. Please describe your strategy, design/graphic elements, execution and results. (200 words max.) 
3. Please provide a link your social media page(s). 

 
Best Website 
Judging Criteria: Technical production, concept, site navigation, functionality and overall creativity. 

1. Please describe the technical production, concept, site navigation, functionality and overall creativity.  
(250 words max.) 

2. Please provide a link to your website. 
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BUILDER/REMODELER MARKETING AWARDS 
 
Best Billboard Campaign 
Judging Criteria: Design, creativity, concept and appropriateness for target market. 

5. Please describe the target market, objectives, goals and results of the billboard promotion. (250 words max.) 
6. Where was the billboard(s) located and why? (50 words max.) 
7. How long was the billboard up? 
8. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos or PDFs of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Collateral Package 
Judging Criteria: Creativity of information, strategy related to target market, cohesiveness, goals and results. 

4. Please describe the target market, objectives, goals, method of delivery and results of the campaign.  
(250 words max.) 

5. What was your total budget for the development and delivery of materials? 
6. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos or PDFs of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best New or Updated Logo 
Judging Criteria: Creativity of design, effectiveness, cohesiveness, goals and results. 

4. Please describe the objectives, goals, reason for the update (if applicable), creativity of design and cohesion with 
overall brand. (250 words max.) 

5. If it's an updated logo, please upload your old logo. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
6. Please upload your new logo. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best TV or Online Video Ad 
Judging Criteria: Technical production, concept, script, creativity, and appropriateness for target market. 

5. Please describe the target market, objectives, goals, method of delivery and results of the campaign.  
(250 words max.) 

6. Where did the video air/run? (25 words max.) 
7. When did it air/run and for how long? (25 words max.) 
8. Please provide a link to the video. 

 
Best Use of Social Media 
Judging Criteria: Concept or strategy, design elements, execution and results. 

4. Please identify the social media platform(s) and your goal(s). (50 words max.) 
5. Please describe your strategy, design/graphic elements, execution and results. (200 words max.) 
6. Please provide a link your social media page(s). 

 
Best Website 
Judging Criteria: Technical production, concept, site navigation, functionality and overall creativity. 

3. Please describe the technical production, concept, site navigation, functionality and overall creativity.  
(250 words max.) 

4. Please provide a link to your website. 
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OUTDOOR LIVING AWARDS 
 
Best Attached & Unconditioned Outdoor Living Space 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, sensitivity to existing structure and elements, and functional value. 
(Examples: Three-season room, screen porch) 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please include at least two "before" photos, if applicable. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Outdoor Living Space -  under $50,000 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, sensitivity to existing structure and elements, and functional value. 
(Example: outdoor kitchen, hardscape or pool area) 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please include at least two "before" photos, if applicable. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Outdoor Living Space - $50,000+ 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, structural elements and functional value. (Examples: outdoor 
kitchen, hardscape or pool area) 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements (if applicable), design aesthetic, market appeal, 
and functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos, if applicable. 

 

REMODELER AWARDS 
 
Best Basement Remodel 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements, design aesthetic, market appeal, and 
functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Aging-in-Place Remodel 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the requirements, approach, aesthetic appeal, perceived value, marketability and functional 
value of the project. (250 words max.) 

2. What customer problem/concern does this project address? (50 word max.) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
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Best Bath Remodel $40,000+ 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal, sensitivity to the existing structure, use of existing 
elements and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements, design aesthetic, market appeal, and 
functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Bath Remodel Under $40,000 
Judging Criteria: Creative aproach, aesthetic and market appeal, sensitivity to the existing structure, use of existing 
elements, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements, design aesthetic, market appeal, and 
functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Utility Space 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic appeal, perceived value, marketability, and functional value. (examples: 
laundry room, mudroom, wine cellar) 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements, design aesthetic, market appeal, and 
functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
3. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Kitchen Remodel $75,000+ 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal, sensitivity to the existing structure, use of existing 
elements, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements, design aesthetic, market appeal, and 
functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Kitchen Remodel Under $75,000 
Judging Criteria: Creative approach, aesthetic and market appeal, sensitivity to the existing structure, use of existing 
elements, and functional value. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements, design aesthetic, market appeal, and 
functionality. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
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Best Historical Remodel 
Judging Criteria: Complimentary to the existing structure, use of historic details, sensitivity to the time period of the 
structure and complexity of the renovation/restoration. 

1. Please describe the scope of the project, customer requirements,, design and aesthetic appeal as well as 
preserved historic elements. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload two "before" photos. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 

 
Best Overall Remodel 
Judging Criteria: Overall conceptual plan, interior layouts, sensitivity to existing structures, sensitivity to the existing 
structure and incorporation of client needs. 

1. Please describe the overall conceptual plan, target market, floor plan, size/scope of project, objectives and 
results to date. (250 words max.) 

2. Please provide the total project cost. (Confidential) 
3. Please upload 2-5 high resolution photos of the project. (300 dpi; JPG, PNG or PDF format) 
4. Please upload the floor and site plans, if possible. 


